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Excellencies, distinguished Justices, colleagues and friends —

Itis a privilege to address you from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and to join you here in Rio, looking
with great expectation toward the Corcovado Mountain — a city that has always turned rhythm
into renewal.

We meet at a time when the world needs a new rhythm.

The age of deadlines has exhausted us — 2030, net-zero, the next tariff, the next crisis, perhaps
even the next collapse.

But humanity cannot live by countdowns alone.

We need a horizon — a shared point in time and space that we can look forward to and work
toward together.

That horizon is 2045.
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The Knowledge Economy Transition by 2045 — KE2045 — began as a partnership between the
Scotia Group and RAND Europe in July 2025, anchored in our previous work following Glasgow
Net Zero and the Global Energy Transition Roadmap at the 78th United Nations General
Assembly, and later joined by the Global Energy Transition Think Tank Network.

Its driving force is to craft — not another summit or target — but a system that can sustain both
human dignity and planetary balance by 2045.

Bringing together experts in climate, supply chains, law, economics, and geopolitics —and in
partnership with institutions such as St Andrews, Cambridge, and Harvard, alongside our
friends at the International Bar Association — KE2045 rests on a single shared insight:

that the old model, built on extraction, inequality, and efficiency at any cost — the neoliberal
orthodoxy — is no longer viable.

We speak at a moment of anxiety — of possible world trauma, of an Al-driven economic bubble,
of social fracture within the very states that once promised stability.

Even here in the Middle East, we are still reeling from one of the darkest moments of collective
human loss, while the ghosts of socioeconomic breakdown still haunt us, fifteen years after the
Arab Spring.

So we asked:
How do we change the narrative?
How do we deliver hope?

What would it mean to design an economy that grows by sharing knowledge rather than
consuming nature?

How can law, technology, and finance be realigned to serve the same moral purpose —
prosperity without depletion?

Our conclusion was simple yet radical:
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Knowledge is the world’s most renewable resource.

When governed by law and shared through justice, it becomes the cleanest fuel of all.

And as we move forward, we must develop in harmony with nature — co-creating with it rather
than imposing upon it.

This is how we ensure that the knowledge economy is not only intelligent, but sustainable.

To guide this transition, we used the Three Horizons method:

o Horizon 1 — the world we know: fragile supply chains, extractive finance, institutional
fatigue.
. Horizon 3 — the world we seek, for our children and their children: sustainable,

inclusive, lawful, and just.

. Horizon 2 — the decade now upon us — the decade of construction.

Between 2025 and 2035 we must:

. Rebalance global systems from efficiency to resilience.

J Build hybrid infrastructures — renewable grids fused with secure data networks.

. Shape the power and potential of Generative Al so that it serves human ingenuity, not
replaces it.

. Reform international institutions to reflect the realities of a multipolar world.

. Create financial tools that reward regeneration — smart currencies, carbon credits,

capability tokens — all anchored in law.

o And most importantly, change the narrative: from crisis management to capability
building, from fear to confidence, from guilt to grace.

We are all the architects of this future.

Our agenda is not austerity — it is institutional imagination.
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I am deeply honoured to share this day with the judiciary of Brazil, and with hundreds of judges
joining in person and virtually from the United Kingdom, India, and across the world.

Because the courts remind us of something essential:

The Rule of Law is the first clean technology.

It purifies trust.
It converts chaos into cooperation.

Itis the invisible grid upon which every other transition depends.

When law provides clarity for carbon currencies and carbon markets, stability for investment,
and justice for citizens, it turns the intangible into the investable.

Impact becomes more valuable than humbers.

Without law, there is no finance; without justice, there is no progress.

The Knowledge Economy Transition by 2045 is, above all, a jurisprudential project — a renewal
of legitimacy through shared rules and shared meaning.

But 2045 is not just about institutions or markets; it is about people.

A knowledge economy is powered by educated minds, ethical algorithms, and inclusive
systems.

That means universal investment in education, health, and digital literacy — especially across
the vulnerable world.

From now on, we must not only account for but also embrace our vulnerabilities.

We must treat knowledge as a public good, not a private weapon.
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The goalis not to hoard intelligence and data but to circulate it — as light circulates,
illuminating everything it touches.

So what do | mean when | say that 2045 is the world’s new currency?

I mean that it is the measure by which our generation will account for hope — a form of
intergenerational justice.

A currency backed not by gold or carbon or code, but by trust, justice, and capability.

Each nation, community, institution, and citizen contributes to its value — by how we share,
how we educate, how we build.

In a world of division, 2045 becomes the common denominator — the lawful horizon we can all
investin.

From Rio — this city of rhythm, renewal, and redemption — | call out to the world:

Let us lay three shared foundations for the coming decade:

1. A Knowledge Commons Treaty Logic — to safeguard data and discoveries as public
goods over the next two decades, sharpening our legal architecture.

2. A Compute Access Facility, built around the Knowledge Unit — a carbon-linked currency
that democratizes digital and scientific capacity for all communities.

3. An International Al Stack Compact — a Brazilian-led effort to empower mayors and
youth as builders of local green economies, avoiding the black-hole competition of Al arms
races and offering a pathway forward.

Let these be known as the Rio Foundations — the first bricks with which to build our 2045 world.
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And | know — we are all tired of COPs.

But as we descend from the mountain of the Redeemer — from vision to action — into Belém,
we do so with purpose.

And I’'m pleased to share that on the 20th of November at COP30 in Amazonia, we will officially
launch the Knowledge Economy effort in partnership with the UNFCCC Innovation Hub to
transform the narrative of vulnerability into impact — providing multilateral institutions, and
policy experts with a framework to repurpose their functional existence.

This is about moving beyond endless deadlines and reports to a living architecture of
realignment — so that KE 2045 would allow the UN System to re-engineer itself.

In doing so, we hope to create a common language for tech entrepreneurs and innovators to
engage with this system, ensuring that technology and governance evolve hand in hand.

My friends, every civilization survives on its ability to imagine beyond crisis.
We have imagined war; we have imagined peace.

Now, let us instead dare to imagine continuity.

2045 is not a deadline — it is a covenant. It is our currency.

A promise that humanity will grow not only wealthier, but wiser.

We change the narrative today:
A new future.
A new vision to unite the nations.

A new call to action.

2045 begins here.

Obregado.
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