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Greeting and Context 

Good afternoon, distinguished colleagues, esteemed participants of the 4th BRICS Arbitration 
Forum and Beijing Arbitration Week, 

Secretary General Wang, excellencies, distinguished ministers, ladies and gentlemen. 

It is an honour to join you remotely from Harvard Climate Action Week.  This coincidence is a 
powerful reminder that arbitration and governance are not abstract matters.  They directly 
shape how we respond to urgent global challenges—climate change, sustainable development, 
and equitable growth. 

The theme of this first discussion, “BRICS Arbitration: Strength and Contribution to Global 
Governance and Development,” captures the dual role of arbitration.  It is both a mechanism for 
resolving disputes and a foundation for building trust, predictability, and cooperation in a 
multipolar world. 

 

Arbitration in a Fractured World 

We are living through an unprecedented breakdown in international governance.  Tariffs and 
counter-tariffs, sanctions and restrictions—these have become the grammar of disorder. 

In the absence of strong international institutions, we must operate on predictable rules for 
dispute resolution.  Arbitration offers that anchor: neutrality, enforceability, and certainty. 
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BRICS’ Growing Influence 

With its expansion to 11 members—representing 45% of the world’s population and 35% of the 
global economy—BRICS is no longer peripheral. It is central to the global order. 

Already, the demand is clear. CIETAC alone handled 183 BRICS-related cases worth ¥2.7 billion 
in the past 5 years.  Arbitration is already a lifeline for trade facilitation. 

The challenge before us is not whether arbitration is needed—it is how BRICS can build 
frameworks that are credible, inclusive, and responsive. 

 

 

Building the BRICS Legal Architecture 

Let me suggest a few priorities: 

1. Unified Arbitration Framework – Establish a BRICS Arbitration Center with standardized 
rules, shared arbitrators, and mutual enforcement. The Russia–China caseload proves 
success bilaterally—let us now scale it multilaterally. 

2. Legal Harmonization – Bridge our diverse systems—civil, common, Islamic, socialist, 
and hybrid—through adapted UNCITRAL norms and BRICS-specific amendments. 

3. Capacity & Trust – Too many African and Asian BRICS disputes still go to ICC or LCIA. 
Training hubs in Johannesburg, Dubai, and São Paulo, and a commitment to at least 30% 
Global South arbitrators, can close the credibility gap. 

4. Digital Innovation – China’s online arbitration platforms already cut costs by 40%. A 
BRICS-wide e-arbitration stack is not only possible—it is urgent. 

5. Enforcement – Expand New York Convention adoption and develop fast-track BRICS 
enforcement treaties. 

 

Dispute Resolution as a Geopolitical Opening 

Arbitration is also geopolitics. 

By framing BRICS arbitration as “South–South Justice”, we move from the inherent tension on 
alternative narratives to the Western-centric systems.   This addresses the pressing needs 
arising from global currency stabilisation while not shying away from the de-dollarization 
debate and matters relating to the New Development Bank. 
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The results are already visible: 20 UAE–Saudi disputes resolved through BRICS mechanisms 
since accession, proving immediate buy-in. 

 

Mediation – BRICS’ Distinctive Contribution 

But colleagues, arbitration alone is not enough. If arbitration is the anchor of certainty, 
mediation must be the bridge of trust. 

Mediation is faster, cheaper, and deeply authentic to BRICS traditions—from Confucian 
dialogue, to India’s panchayat, to Africa’s ubuntu. 

And the world is moving in this direction.  A highly representative example is the establishment 
of the International Organization for Mediation (IOMed), headquartered in Hong Kong SAR, 
China.  IOMed is the first intergovernmental legal organization devoted to mediation of 
international disputes.  Its goal is to promote peaceful settlement and to develop friendly 
relations and cooperation between countries. 

This is, in effect, the implementation of Article 33 of the UN Charter, which commits us to settle 
disputes peacefully through negotiation, mediation, and other means. 

BRICS should not only support this movement but also lead it, by embedding mediation into 
our own dispute resolution frameworks. 

How? 

1. Institutional Integration 

o A BRICS Mediation Center, operating alongside arbitration hubs. 

o Grounded in the Singapore Convention on Mediation, but tailored to intra-BRICS 
trade. 

o Drawing from ICSID Mediation Rules for flexibility and expertise. 

2. Arb–Med–Arb Model 

o Mediation first, arbitration if necessary. 

o Mediation applied flexibly at any stage, even in parallel. 

3. Capacity Building 

o Joint mediator academies in Johannesburg, São Paulo, and Dubai. 

o Inclusion of government entities in training. 

o Model mediation clauses in contracts and treaties. 



 
 

 

On behalf of The Majlis and the Knowledge Economy 2045 initiative 

 

4. Geopolitical Value 

o Mediation as a “softer” Global South alternative to adversarial litigation. 

o Reinforcing South–South cooperation and diplomatic trust. 

To advance this, I would suggest establishing a BRICS Mediation Working Group—to study 
integration, hybrid models, training, and model clauses.  This would align BRICS with global 
trends exemplified by IOMed, and signal that mediation is not a supplement, but a signature 
innovation of BRICS dispute resolution. 

 

A Working Group on Mediation 

To advance this vision, I would humbly propose a BRICS Mediation Working Group. 

Its mandate could be to: 

• Study integration of mediation into the BRICS dispute resolution framework. 

• Explore hybrid Arb–Med–Arb processes. 

• Recommend capacity-building and training strategies. 

• Draft model clauses for contracts and treaties. 

Such a working group would not only advance technical design but also demonstrate BRICS’ 
seriousness in making mediation a core pillar of its dispute resolution model. 

I, and colleagues, would be honoured to contribute to this effort. 

 

Looking Forward – KE2045 and Jurisdiction in the AI Age 

Ladies and gentleman we currently find tensions in international governance.  But we must 
imagine a better future for future generations safeguarded by arbitration and mediation.  We 
must imagine a Knowledge Economy and I advocate for a Knowledge Economy Transition by 
2045.   

A knowledge economy is an economic system driven by the creation, distribution, and use of 
knowledge and information, emphasising intellectual capital over physical labour and natural 
resources.  

A knowledge economy transition is a fundamental economic shift from an industrial economy, 
focused on manufacturing, to an economy where intangible assets like knowledge, intellectual 
property, and skilled human capital drive growth and wealth creation.  This transition must be at 
the heart of the BRICS mission.   
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Arbitration and mediation must prepare for the disputes of tomorrow. This is where the 
Knowledge Economy 2045 initiative—KE2045 is relevant. 

In the knowledge economy, the most valuable asset is not oil or steel—it is data and algorithms. 
The disputes of the future will concern digital trade, AI governance, and intellectual property at 
a scale we can barely imagine. 

Here lies the critical insight: the AI question is not only about sovereignty—it is about 
jurisdiction. 

• Who sets the rules when algorithms shape markets? 

• Who arbitrates conflicts over data flows, AI ethics, and digital platforms? 

• Which institutions will parties trust when knowledge itself becomes the foundation of 
value? 

If BRICS prepares now, it can become the jurisdictional backbone for the knowledge economy. 
Arbitration and mediation will not only resolve today’s trade disputes—they will govern 
tomorrow’s digital society. 

 

Closing – Opportunity and Promise 

Excellencies, colleagues, 

The opportunity before us is urgent and historic. 

• Arbitration can anchor certainty in the present. 

• Mediation can build trust and inclusivity. 

• KE2045 can prepare us for the jurisdictional challenges of the future. 

Together, these form not just mechanisms, but a mission.  A promise that BRICS will not only 
participate in global governance but strengthen and reshape it. 

Thank you. 

 

 


